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restaurants. The goal is to make the area more walkable and cater to a fast-growing population. This is a render-

| Downtown Gastonia is about to get a whole new look, complete with a baseball stadium, apartments and

ing provided by the city of Gastonia.

COMMUNITY CLOSE-UP: GASTON COUNTY

FUSE NEWS

Gastonia’s lofty sports, entertainment and mixed-use
residential development project is underway, with

plans to open a baseball stadium in spring 2021.

Construction on Gas-
tonia’s 16-acre Frank-
lin Urban Sports and
Entertainment District
started in December,

a major milestone for
the revitalization project
also known as FUSE.

96 BUSINESS NORTH

On paper, the 5,000-seat, $26.2 mil-
lion stadium and outparcel restaurants,
business sites and mixed-use residen-
tial development will fill the land gap
between downtown Gastonia and the
historic 1902 Loray Mill, now upfitted
into loft apartments. But for Gastonia
Mayor Walker Reid lll, FUSE is also the
start button on a machine that is revital-
izing North Carolina’s 13th-largest city.

Reid says FUSE already has attracted
$75 million in private investment. The

CAROLINA

refurbishing of Trenton Mill, which will
sit just beyond the outfield wall, began
in January, turning the 1897 mill into
81,862 square feet of residential space,
84 apartments — at a development
cost of $14.2 million.

On the stadium’s right-field side, a
North Carolina craft-beer company will
begin to repurpose a 5,000-square-foot
warehouse formerly owned by Coca-
Cola into a brewery in February.

FUSE's expectations have increased
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" Crowders Mountain’s 1,600 foot peaks withstood millions of years of erosion
‘while the surroundinglandscape could not. That’s OG: Original Gaston.

GoGastonNC.org/OG | #OriginalGaston

GASTONOUNTY

704-825-4044 | GoGastonNC.org



SPONSORED SECTION

LOCATE YOUR BUSINESS IN

Gastonia’s
Technology Park

» Strong manufacturing workforce

e Easy access to I-85 and I-40; 15 miles from Charlotte-Douglas
International Airport

» Uninterruptible power supply with up to 12 MW onsite
backup generation

 Allinfrastructure in place (electric, water, sewer, stormwater
controls, transmissioned gas)

 Class A North Carolina Certified Site
* Pro-business climate and low cost of living

&

ASTONIA

Great Place. Great People. Great Promise.

GASTONIA MAISTRO

SHELL BUILDING

Gastonia Technology Park

2800 Repi Court, Dallas, NC 28034

Total Available (sq ft):
50,000, expandable

Sale Price: $3,160,000
Lease: $5.60-$6.20/sq ft

0
%

ELECTRICITIES

of NORTH CAROLINA, INC,

Questions? Contact Brenda Daniels at 800.768.7697 ext. 6363

or bdaniels@electricities.org.

The FUSE District will fill the land
gap between downtown Gastonia
and Loray Mill and will include a
5,000-seat stadium that will house
concerts, ballgames and other
large-scale events.

interest in other areas of downtown.
There are talks of adding a distillery, a
hotel with views of the stadium, and a
restaurant called The Fed will open later
this year in the former Citizens National
Bank building on West Main Avenue.

FUSE's development is in part due to
the fast-growing Gaston County, which
can be traced across the Catawba River
to Mecklenburg County: Commuter
numbers going into Charlotte continue
to rise as people choose to live in
smaller surrounding cities like Gastonia.

"Gastonia has very nice historic build-
ings, and it's put us in the position at
the right time to welcome the overflow
from Charlotte,” says Kristy Ratchford
Crisp, economic development director
for Gastonia. “The success of Loray
Mill has been a huge boost, and we see
people who want to live here. People
are looking at it as more affordable.”

The city’s population increased by
6,000 from 2010 to 2018, and adding
more entertainment and retail options
necessitates adding transportation
options. Crowds soon will be able to
get to venues such as FUSE more
easily thanks to ongoing transportation
projects.

Citing its link as a “vital corridor for
commuters to the Charlotte metro-
politan area,” the N.C. Department of
Transportation will widen Interstate 85
for a 10-mile segment from U.S. 321
in Gastonia to N.C. 273 in Mount Holly

RENDERING PROVIDED BY THE CITY OF GASTONIA



GASTON COUNTY

Economic Development Commission
Morth Carolina

Apple Creek Corporate Center
COMING IN 2020

Contact
Gaston County Economic Development Commission
For More Information
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The historic 1902 Loray Mill was upfitted into loft apartments in 2014, with
selling points including a dog park, swimming pool and full gym.

“Wealth is created through
the long-term ownership
of a growing business.”

— Herb Ehlers, retired Chief Investment Officer of
Eagle Asset Management and Goldman Sachs.

Gastan Capital and our
investors proudly support
the ecanomic growth of
Gaston County!

Live wark and play in Gaston
County. Let's do this
together!

7\ GASTON
CAPITAL

-
—

1104 SPRUCE STREET, BELMONT, NC
GASTONCAPITALPARTNERS.COM

704.461.8883

from six lanes to eight. The project will
begin in 2024 at a cost of $262.8 million.
Additionally, the Charlotte Area Transit
System approved plans last year to ex-
tend light rail service across the Catawba
River to Gaston County by 2030, and
Reid says improvements could eventu-
ally be made to traffic routes on Franklin
Boulevard to accommmodate nearby
development.

Reid is hopeful these transportation
changes, FUSE and other new ventures
in Gastonia will help the downtown area
grow.

“We've always had a great lunch
crowd, but we haven't prospered to
my expectations. People leave after 5
o'clock,” he says. “But we have devel-
opers now who will build an apartment
complex downtown and because we will
have people living there, it will draw busi-
nesses. It's going to be a game changer.
We want to make downtown walkable:
to a concert, to a ballgame, to people
living at Loray Mill. These will all comple-
ment each other.”

The FUSE stadium is on pace to open
for baseball in spring 2021. Krisp says
stadium officials are working with the
Atlantic League of Professional Base-
ball to bring a pro team to the city. This
would add a second Atlantic League
team to North Carolina: The High Point
Rockers moved to N.C. in 2017 from
Bridgeport, Conn. “It will be fun and
[add] another layer in the sports offer-
ings we have here in North Carolina,”
Crisp says.

Reid says taking FUSE and its sur-
rounding growth slowly from concept
stage to actual construction has ben-
efitted the city and has allowed careful
planning for housing and entertainment
options.

“We're also making enhancements at
our municipal airport, so that's going to
bring in more economic development,”
he says. “l think in two years, we'll look
at each other and say, 'Are we still in
Gastonia?’ And in five years, it will be,
‘Wow, | can't believe this.” There's a lot
of pieces of the puzzle being moved
around. I'm excited to be here and
promote this city.”
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Gastonia's FUSE DISTRICT Invesingin Our Economic F —,

The Franklin Urban Sports + Entertainment District is Gastonia’s economic development project that is
attracting new commercial development to the heart of our City. A $35 million public/private investment
that will feature retail, offices, apartments, restaurants, and entertainment options. The crown jewel of
this project is our 5,000-seat stadium opening in spring 2021. It will host Atlantic League games as well
as other sports and cultural events. The FUSE DISTRICT is open for business and ready to create jobs,
increase the tax base, and fuel economic growth. Join us! '
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COMMUNITY CLOSE-UP: GASTON COUNTY

PHYSICIANS, PROFESSORS
AND PARTNERSHIPS

CaroMont’s Belmont medical center — set to open in the next
few years — is already creating opportunity for the area.

When CaroMont Regional
Medical Center-Belmont
opens on land leased from
Belmont Abbey College, it
will be another check mark
on the hospital’s $325 mil-
lion list of facilities improve-
ments and — through a
partnership with the school
— will further accommo-
date growth in eastern Gas-

ton County.

The hospital, located off Exit 26 on
Interstate 85, is expected to open by
2023 and will create an estimated 300
jobs by year three of operation, says

CaroMont President and CEO Chris
Peek. Belmont, on the eastern edge of
Gaston County, borders the Catawba
River and is bisected by -85, the main
connector to Mecklenburg County and
Charlotte Douglas International Airport.
“For the first time since the early
1970s, the North Carolina State Medical
Facilities Plan identified the need for ad-
ditional hospital beds in Gaston County.
\We were already seeing patient volumes
increase,” says Peek, who adds the
CaroMont system sees nearly 1 million
patient interactions annually. “And we're
pleased the North Carolina Department
of Health and Human Services Division
of Health Service Regulation and the
North Carolina State Health Coordinating
Council recognized the need as well.”
The full offering of services is still

being planned, Peek says, but the Bel-
mont hospital will have an emergency
department, a 66-bed inpatient unit for
admission or observation, a labor and
delivery unit, operating rooms and surgi-
cal capabilities as well as diagnostic
services with a laboratory and imaging.
"Our plans also include a medical-office
building for outpatient services and
physician offices,” he says.

In addition to leasing the land from
Belmont Abbey, the college’s new
health-sciences program, designed to
work closely with the coming hospital,
will begin accepting students this fall.
The impact will benefit the college, city
and region, says interim Provost Linda
Delene.

“This is no accident. This is an inten-
tional development of strength and will

CaroMont Regional Medical Center-Belmont, expected to open in 2023, will include a 66-bed inpatient unit for admis-
sion or observation, a labor and delivery unit, and operating rooms.

102 BUSINESS NORTH

CAROLINA
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PROVIDED BY CAROMONT RREGIONAL MEDICAL CENTE



Advancing medicine. And our region.

From investing in world-class medical talent and opportunities for the next
generation, to millions in new facilities and infrastructure, CaroMont Health is proud
to play an important role in helping our community thrive. caromonthealth.org

Q@

CaroMont Health

Find out how we care.
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change the character of this county and
this area because of the collaborative
nature of what we're doing,” Delene
says. “This is so different than every-
one trying to build their own birdhouse
and saying, ‘My birdhouse is better
than yours.” This is everyone trying to
raise the opportunities for the county
[in] employment and health care. We
have a group of people sitting down
with each other and talking about
how they can do things together, and
it's been awesome.”

The ultimate goal is to increase ac-
cess to health care across the state,
and part of this is training the next
generation of health care employees.

The private, Catholic liberal arts col-
lege was founded in 1876 by Benedic-
tine monks and has an enrollment of
1,556. Its 47 areas of academic study
include health care and biology pre-pro-
fessional pathways in pre-med, pre-vet
and pre-nursing.

“The hospital will provide what we
call instructional and educational space
either in the tower or in a medical-
specialties building,” Delene says. “The
college is working with what | call a

vast group of county partners to set
up three academic programs — one in
nursing, one in social work and one in
health informatics.”

The nursing segment will offer a four-
year bachelor’s degree and a program
for current registered nurses looking to
obtain their degree. All three programs
must be approved by the Southern
Association of Colleges and Schools
Commission on Colleges; a request will
be filed in March. Formal approval is
expected by December, Delene says.

Belmont Abbey incurred a one-year
probation in December 2017 from
SACS due to revenue from adult stu-
dents age 23 and older declining faster
than revenue gains from traditional
programs. Delene was named interim
provost in 2018, and her appointment
will end in June. She has more than 50
years of experience in higher education,
including as provost and vice president
of academic affairs at Western Michi-
gan University and vice president of
planning at Kalamazoo College.

She calls the Belmont Abbey and
CaroMont pairing “geometrically en-
abling for economic growth.” The hope

is for the partnership to encourage
graduates to stay in the area.

“| used to do a few economic devel-
opment studies and usually for every
$1 that's spent, the net effect in the
community is two or three additional
dollars,” she says. “If you take the cost
of the hospital going in there, that's
$750 million.”

CaroMont is also costructing a four-
floor patient tower at its main Regional
Medical Center campus in Gastonia
with 50 additional patient rooms. The
system'’s 15th primary-care office
opens in Cramerton in February.

“The advancing age of our popula-
tion has already resulted in an increased
need for critical-care capacity in the
hospital, and current projections
suggest the demand wiill continue to
grow,” Peek says. “Additionally, we
continue to look for opportunities to
develop and expand our network of
physician practices. The majority of
patient-care interactions occur in
primary- and specialty-care offices, so
ensuring we have a robust network of
office locations is important for access
and convenience.” &

COMING SOON TO BELMONT

A project nearly seven years in the making will begin this
month in Belmont, just a hop, skip and jump away from Char-

lotte Douglas International Airport.

Chronicle Mill, a former yarn-manufacturing plant, has

been vacant for years, but that will soon change. Husband
and wife team John and Jennifer Church purchased the mill

in 2013 and have been working for years behind the scenes

to reinvent the building to be a commercial and living space.

Construction is expected to begin in February, Jennifer

Church says.

It's been a long road because Church and her husband
were committed to finding a developer who would work
with them to save the mill, rather than tearing down to build
something new. She anticipates the renovation will cost
$35 million, much more than if the couple had decided to

After nearly seven years, renovations on Chronicle Mill will
begin this month.

104
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start from scratch. But saving the building and incorporating
the existing facade into their plans was important to the pair.
The completed development project will have 12,000

square feet of commercial space in addition to more than
240 studio, one- and two-bedroom apartments. Of the apart-
ments, 90 will exist in the current mill building, while another
building nearby will support the rest. Church anticipates the
first apartments will be available in June 2021.

R CHURCH/ CHURCH REALTY

PROVIDED BY JENNI
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MALL MAKEOVER

As many regional shopping centers struggle, a Charlotte
developer has high hopes for transforming Gastonia’s
Eastridge Mall into the area’s hot spot.

RAD)

Gastonia Mayor
Walker Reid Il remem-
bers working in a ghost
town.

During his 23 years
with the Mecklenburg
County Fire Marshal’s
Office, he saw uptown
Charlotte transition from
empty storefronts to a

106
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residential, business and entertain-
ment hub. “I was working in the 700
block of North Tryon [Street], and |
could get in my car at 5 o’clock, hit
every light, and get to Morehead
Street in no time,” he says of the job
he held until 2009. “When [depart-
ment stores] Belk and Ivey's left, it
was empty.”

At this time, a mall in the suburbs
was the place for shopping and en-
tertainment. In Reid’s hometown of
Gastonia, Eastridge Mall drew in shop-
pers with a movie theater, Morrison’s
Cafeteria and stores. "I think it's [been]

CAROLINA

RIS LA
BALTRGSE Wi

During a time when malls across the country are struggling, US Developments is transforming the area surrounding
Gastonia’s Eastridge Mall in an attempt to draw more people in.

the trend where malls suck the life
out of downtowns, and now it's that
downtowns suck the life out of the
malls,” he says.

Eastridge Mall opened on former
dairy farm land in 1976, anchored by
Belk, J.C. Penney and Ivey's depart-
ment stores. Dillard’s, which acquired
Ivey's, now operates a clearance
store at the mall, while the J.C. Pen-
ney store closed in 2017. Sears also
operated a large store at the mall from
1998 through 2014. Since 2013, the
mall has been owned by Brooklyn,
N.Y.-based CityView Commercial.

PROVIDED BY US DEVELOPMENTS
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While the mall has seen stores leave
over the last several years, officials are
banking on a proposed $150 million
overhaul with family-oriented activities,
new stores, restaurants and apart-
ments, hoping it will breathe new life
into the shopping center. Construction
is expected to begin in the second or
third quarter of 2020 and will include an
800-space parking deck.

US Developments, a Charlotte
brokerage-management development
firm, has the task of taking Eastridge’s
massive parking-lot area and remodel-
ing it into a crowd magnet. Company
CEO and President Stephen Rosen-
burgh calls it a “reimagining.”

Part of Rosenburgh's business iden-
tity is providing solutions to “distressed
real estate assets.” He says Eastridge
fits that description.

"It is distressed. And because it's
distressed, the big thing is to bring in
these additional users who will be part
of the mixed-use development,” he
says. “We're talking to people, but we
are still working on our master plan. You
have to bring all the pieces together
and make sure they fit; like, you may
have entertainment like a bowling alley,
but you don't want it next door to a
movie theater. The pieces have to fit
together. It's a little like an orchestra.
Everyone has to play together, but they
have to play their section.”

While some sections are still being
developed, Gaston Aquatics is poised
to build a $6 million, 35,000-square-
foot aquatics center on the property
with an Olympic-size pool, a competi-
tion site for the county’s seven public
high school swim teams and private
teams, aquatic therapy, a heated pool
for lessons, and an elevated seating
area.

Reid anticipates the development —
along with the $75 million Franklin Ur-
ban Sports and Entertainment District
just 2.6 miles from Eastridge Mall —
will increase traffic to the city. Changes
will be made to Franklin Road to assist
with additional traffic. The Charlotte
Area Transit System is also considering
establishing a Silver Line light rail sys-

GASTON COLLEGE WELCOMES
APPRENTICESHIP 321 CLASS

Students receive job-specific training and a cost-free
education from Gaston College while earning a salary

from local employers.

In its fourth year, the Gaston College
Apprenticeship 321 program is still
going strong, welcoming its latest class
in September last year. The program is
designed to offer participants job-specific
training through Gaston College while
also earning a salary from local employers.

The program welcomed 16 new stu-
dents into the current program, bringing
the total number of students participat-
ing up to 29. These students choose
among the three apprenticeship levels:
Pre-Apprenticeship, which caters to high
school juniors and seniors, Advanced
Manufacturing and Paramedic Medicine.

Since September 2015, seven
individuals have graduated from the
program and are now working in the
advanced-manufacturing industry thanks
to skills they learned. Currently, 15 local
companies participate in the program to
allow students the ability to gain hands-
on experience in their industry.

Certified nursing assistant program
students can also take advantage of the
Apprenticeship 321 program, working

; 1

with CaroMont staff to gain on-the-job
experience while also learning through
classroom, lab and clinical experience.
Once completed, students can apply for
listing as a Nurse Aide Il by the North
Carolina Board of Nursing. In October,
the program’s second graduation cer-
emony was held for 15 nursing students.

The goal is to increase the local
employment force while giving students
real-job experience before they're in the
industry.

“Gaston County Emergency Medi-
cal Services and Lincoln County EMS
employ emergency medical techni-
cians who can earn a paycheck and get
hands-on experience while working on
paramedic education for certification.
The Gaston College students in the
Paramedic Apprenticeship program are
the beginning of a new partnership to in-
crease the EMS workforce in our service
area of Gaston and Lincoln counties, ”
said Kent Spitler, director of the Gaston
College Department for EMS Education,
in a press release.

Gaston College’s Apprenticeship 321 Advanced Manufacturing Program just
welcomed six new students who will work with local businesses to gain
on-the-job training through the college.

FEBRUARY 2020
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tem from Charlotte to Belmont by 2030
and possibly expanding to Gastonia
eventually.

Putting new structures on the con-
crete now being used for parking will
ultimately draw people into the mall,
Rosenburgh says. “You want to provide
the goods and services that Gaston
County needs.”

Realistically, he says, the whole upfit
could take three to five years.

Eastridge’s end result will be a much
different atmosphere from the malls —
and downtowns — of Reid’s childhood.

z
O
|_
O
Ll
%]
@)
L
lag
O
%]
z
O
o
%]

q

i*‘, *i i “This, too, will have things that draw

“. I people for entertainment,” he says.
, -. “Times change, and it can never be

: what it was when | was a kid growing

up, but | can see it being a vibrant place
for people to socialize, to be entertained
and to have a good quality of life. We're
open for business.” A

Alongside the $75 million Franklin Urban Sports and Entertainment District just
2.6 miles away, city officials anticipate traffic will increase to the Gastonia mall — Kathy Blake is a freelance writer
Just 35 minutes from Charlotte. from eastern N.C.

870 Gastonia Technology Parkway

The Gaston College Center fbr | Dallas, North Carolina
Advanced Manufacturing (CAM)

This new state-of-the-art technical training center will
prepare students for jobs in fields ranging from mechatronics
to electrical systems technology and robotics. Gaston College

CAM also includes temporary office and meeting space Opportunities For Life
for new industries seeking to locate in the region.

www.gaston.edu

DED BY EASTRIDGE MALL

Call 704.922.6513 to schedule a tour
and discover how CAM can work for your business.
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