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The right site
North Carolina’s industrial parks come in a wide array of sizes and uses.

A
lthough North Carolina has yet to land a major 

automaker at one of its four shovel-ready 

megasites, one community got a taste of what  

such a deal would mean. In December, an 

international tire maker announced it would build its first  

plant outside China at the 1,449-acre Kingsboro megasite  

in Edgecombe County. 

Triangle Tyre, based in Weihai, China, will invest $580 

million in a facility that will manufacture both passenger and 

commercial tires, employing up to 800 people at full capacity. 

Coming just before the holidays, the Triangle Tyre announce-

ment gave residents a reason to celebrate in the five-county 

area the company will serve. And, it was an encouraging sign 

to economic developers and officials in communities near the 

other sites that success comes in many forms.

 “It was an early Christmas present,” says Oppie Jordan, vice 

president of the Carolinas Gateway Partnership, a regional econom-

ic development agency. Most of the jobs will be skilled, with the 

average salary nearly $57,000, which is about $20,000 more than the 

average wage in Edgecombe County. For these and other reasons, 

Jordan calls the announcement “game-changing.”

Triangle Tyre is the first manufacturer to locate at one of North 

Carolina’s megasites, all of which courted the Toyota-Mazda manufac-

turing facility that ended up in Alabama. The Kingsboro megasite is 

5 miles east of Rocky Mount and 6 miles west of Tarboro. It’s an hour 

from Raleigh, and rail carrier CSX has service adjacent to the site.

PROVIDED BY CAROLINAS GATEWAY PARTNERSHIP

Chinese manufacturer Triangle Tyre is locating its first U.S. facility at the Kingsboro megasite in Edgecombe County. Triangle Tyre is the first 

company to sign on at the 1,449-acre site.
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The Chatham-Siler City Advanced Manufacturing Site has three sections and is fully-con-

trolled and development ready, according to its website.

PROVIDED BY  RANDOLPH COUNTY EDC

The Chatham-Siler City megasite 

consists of 1,818 buildable acres in three 

sections. It has direct access to the Norfolk 

Southern rail line and is within 50 miles of 

Raleigh-Durham International Airport and 

Piedmont Triad International Airport.

 The Greensboro-Randolph megasite 

has 1,900 acres and is less than 10 miles 

from Interstate 85 via U.S. 421. The state’s 

three major airports are within 100 miles 

of this site.

The Moncure megasite is located close 

to Research Triangle Park and is the largest 

of the four sites, with 2,500 acres. It is a 

45-minute drive from Raleigh.

But as companies have shown, an indus-

trial park doesn’t have to be “mega” to attract 

big-name tenants employing hundreds of 

people. Across the state, dozens of parks, 

including some specialized ones, are filling 

their acreage with companies that don’t 

require the space of an auto plant but want 

the highway access and infrastructure assur-

ances offered by an industrial park.

In Davidson County, the first tenant to 

sign on at the county-owned I-85 Corporate 

Center near Linwood rivals the Triangle 

Tyre project in size and scope. Egger 

Wood Products, an Austrian particle-board 

producer, announced in 2017 it would open 

a $700 million manufacturing facility that 

would eventually employ 770 people on 

more than 200 acres in the industrial park. 

The Davidson site was chosen over two 

other finalists in South Carolina and 

Georgia for hosting the company’s first U.S. 

manufacturing facility.

 “The three sites were very close, but 

if you use an Olympic analogy, Davidson 

County’s workforce, its proximity to the 

timber industry and overall infrastructure 

helped it win our gold by a nose,” Michael 

Egger, a co-owner of the company, told the 

Winston-Salem Journal when the project 

was announced in July 2017.

Company officials have said they’ll 

complete the project in three phases, with 

manufacturing expected to commence in 

2020. For Craig Goodson, vice president of 

the Davidson County Economic Develop-

ment Commission, the project is just the 

PROVIDED BY CHATHAM ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT CORP.

The proposed buildout of the Greensboro-Randolph megasite, which has 1,900 acres.
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first dividend of an investment the county made several years 

ago when it purchased the 431 acres that make up the first phase 

of the park.

Goodson says there are plans to acquire and develop more 

than 1,100 acres and notes the industrial park could house enough 

companies that might mean as many as 9,000 jobs if it reaches its 

full potential. The county has invested $10 million in infrastructure, 

including water, sewer, natural gas, high-speed fiber and roads with the 

help of a Community Development Block Grant, Goodson says. He 

also credits Norfolk Southern Railroad and North Carolina Railroad 

Co. for putting in a rail spur, which likely helped seal the deal for Egger.

 “It’s not very often a project like this comes around,” he says. “It 

raises the bar for everyone. The increase in the tax base it will create 

will allow the county to grow and attract even more industries.”

Megasites and large industrial parks aren’t the only real estate 

available to manufacturers looking to pour concrete within months 

of locating a space. Specialized or industry-focused industrial tracts 

cater to companies that serve a specific niche and want to be near 

suppliers and competitors.

Take the industrial park that has built up around Piedmont 

Triad International Airport in Greensboro. Dozens of companies 

employing roughly 4,000 people contribute to the region’s growing 

aerospace economy, working out of hangars and warehouses largely 

hidden from air travelers.

 One of the largest such companies is HAECO International, 

which repairs and maintains aircraft for major airlines and has had a 

presence in Greensboro for about 25 years. In January, the company 

opened its fifth hangar at the airport, a $60 million facility that will 

eventually house up to 500 technicians and mechanics working on 

large-body aircraft such as the Boeing 777 and Airbus A350. At that 

point, HAECO’s workforce at the airport will likely number 2,200, 

according to Richard Kendall, HAECO America’s CEO.

Another longtime tenant, Honda Aircraft Co., recently made 

headlines when it signed a deal for its biggest order to date: 16 planes 

for Wijet, a French air taxi service that intends to replace its 

entire fleet with the HondaJet lightweight model. HondaJet planes 

can attain a maximum cruise speed of 486 mph and a maximum 

altitude of 43,000 feet. It’s said to have a price tag of $4.9 million.

Stand-alone industrial parks often are built near community 

colleges or partner with the schools to locate a training facility on a 

park’s campus. Guilford Technical Community College has a train-

ing center for airplane mechanics right on the tarmac of Piedmont 

Triad International Airport. 

“There’s no question that we’re focused on growth,” says Kevin 

Baker, executive director of the Piedmont Triad Airport Authority. 

“We want to become known as the ‘Wichita of the East.’” Baker is 

referring to Wichita, Kan., which decades ago became a manufactur-

ing hub for several aircraft manufacturers, including Lear, Cessna 

and, until fairly recently, Boeing. 

There is room to grow, with 1,000 acres of graded sites ready for 

tenants, Baker says. A recent feasibility study showed that the airport 

could support up to 30,000 aviation-related jobs, he says, even if it 

doesn’t land a big-name tenant such as Boeing, which alone could 

employ 8,000.

To take advantage of the food-processing cluster that has been 

gaining numbers and recognition in southeastern North Carolina, 

the developers of a 25-year-old industrial park in Columbus County 

sought food-processing certification from several entities, notes 

Gary Lanier, director of the Columbus County Economic Develop-

ment Commission. As a result, the 350-acre Southeast Regional Park 

PROVIDED BY HAECO

HAECO International repairs and maintains aircraft for a number of airlines. The  company operates out of five hangars at Piedmont Triad 

International Airport. The fifth hangar was a $60 million project that will eventually employ 500 technicians and mechanics.
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Just as prospective homebuyers check out communities and properties online 

before picking up the phone or making a visit, so do site-selection consultants who 

turn to the internet when doing initial research for clients. To make their job eas-

ier, the Economic Development Partnership of North Carolina recently launched 

a sophisticated commercial-property database called SelectNC, describing it 

as a one-stop shop for finding available real-estate options and community data 

throughout the state. 

The service, which is free to both users and property owners, is offered through 

a vendor called Community Systems, which provides Global Information System-

enabled websites and software for the economic-development industry, says 

EDPNC spokesperson Mary Wilson.

As of February, SelectNC had 4,807 property listings in its system, 468 of which 

were designated as being located in an industrial park.

Wilson says that SelectNC is supported by the North Carolina Railroad Com-

pany and the Railway Association of North Carolina. They invested in the EDPNC 

specifically to support SelectNC, which went live in January 2017.

 Compared with the older version of the program, SelectNC features high-

level monitoring. For instance, if a property’s data hasn’t been actively checked 

or revised over a 120-day period, the system emails a reminder to the local de-

veloper to confirm the location description or risk having it made unsearchable 

until it’s verified. 

Users who want to drill down for more details of a specific site or community 

may do so using tools located on the site’s dashboard. They can also obtain demo-

graphic information about a community from the website as well as data about 

education facilities, airports, intermodal hubs and more.

“Properties are primarily entered into the system by economic-development 

partners at the local and regional level, who often have better knowledge of the 

specifics of particular properties within their jurisdiction than a statewide developer. We 

rely on this local expertise to ensure that we have the most accurate and up-to-date 

information in the SelectNC system. In some instances, we also use a third-party 

provider of real-estate data,” notes Wilson.    

  

Database finds suitable sitescan now bill itself the only “triple certified” 

park in North Carolina, bearing seals of 

approval from the state, Garner Econom-

ics/Primus Consulting and Duke Energy’s 

Shovel Ready program.

Compared with other industries, food 

processing requires a generous supply 

of fresh water for use in both washing 

produce and cooking food as well as ample 

sewer capacity for wastewater, notes Lanier. 

Industrial parks or other facilities that 

don’t take these needs into account during 

development or construction often find 

they can’t meet the infrastructure needs of 

food-processing companies without going 

to great expense. They can thank their local 

municipalities, who base their water and 

sewer needs primarily around residential 

customers, Lanier says. 

Some towns in Columbus County 

are within 15% of capacity for water and 

sewer, Lanier says. “We have a million and 

a half gallons of excess capacity, and there’s 

a 500,000-gallon standing water tank in 

the park.”

The park currently has a couple of 

food-industry tenants, including tortilla-

maker Torta-Mex, which had been shut-

tered for years but will soon be operational 

again thanks to an infusion of cash by a 

private-equity firm, notes Lanier. It will 

have a workforce of about 30. And a fresh 

fruit and vegetable wholesaler is in negotia-

tions with the park to locate a distribution 

facility there, employing about 50 people. 

Lanier and others also are responding to re-

quests for proposals from a number of food 

processing companies seeking to expand or 

locate facilities.

Having Southeastern Community Col-

lege and its food-safety programs aimed at 

the food-processing industry just 300 yards 

from the park gate doesn’t hurt its chances 

of landing prime tenants.

“It really all comes down to infrastruc-

ture,” Lanier says. “With our triple certifica-

tions, companies can be assured that the 

park has been looked at all the way down to 

the bones.”   

— Suzanne Wood is a freelance writer 

based in Raleigh.



CENTRAL CAROLINA ENTERPRISE PARK

FOR MORE INFORMATION ABOUT ENTERPRISE PARK BUILDING ONE, CONTACT BRIAN HALL, SAMET CORPORATION, 336.544.2643

FOR MORE INFORMATION ABOUT CENTRAL CAROLINA ENTERPRISE PARK, CONTACT BOB JOYCE, SAGA, 919.775.7341

• Central Carolina Enterprise Park (CCEP), a well-positioned 

±750-acre NC Dept of Commerce Certifi ed Site for industrial 

development, is centrally located between Atlanta and 

Washington, DC in central North Carolina. 

• Located in Sanford, NC, CCEP is one of nine Certifi ed park-

sized sites (over 200 acres) in North Carolina and the fourth 

largest. 

• Perfect for manufacturing and distribution facilities, the lot 

sizes range from 15- to 400-acres and can be adjusted to 

incoming companies’ needs. 

• CCEP boasts exceptional infrastructure, including water and 

sewer service and extensions; Broadplex 10GB per second fi ber 

service; power and natural gas service; and new roads, walking 

path, signage, lighting and landscaping. 

• CCEP is adjacent to U.S. 1, a four-lane, divided high-speed 

highway, similar to an interstate. Only a 15-minute drive to I-540, 

both RDU International Airport and Raleigh’s urban core are 

accessible in 40 minutes. 

• The Raleigh Executive Jetport and the Moncure Megasite 

are in close proximity to CCEP. 

• To develop CCEP, private investment worked closely with 

the City of Sanford and Lee County, with the city and county 

contributing over $10,000,000 combined.

• Lee County Growth 1, LCC, a joint venture between CC 

Enterprise Park, LLC and Samet Corp., will build Enterprise Park 

Building One, a Manufacturing/Distribution/Warehouse Facility, 

worth approximately $6 million. 

• The spec building is a 100,000 +/- SF warehouse (shell 

condition) with a 100,000 +/- SF expansion pad. The building will 

be concrete tilt-up panel construction and have 29’ ceiling height. 

Construction is scheduled to start in 2Q 2018 with occupancy by 

1Q 2019.

• The spec building will encourage new business and industry to 

come to Sanford and Lee County, increase the tax base, stimu-

late the local economy and create jobs.
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• Publicly owned by Henry County

• 1.2 million labor force within 60 miles

• Located on US Hwy 220 (future I-73) at
the Virginia/North Carolina state line

• Adjacent to Norfolk Southern mainline

• 33 miles to Piedmont Triad International
Airport in Greensboro, North Carolina

• 726 acres (175 pad ready)

• All utilities in place

• Advanced Manufacturing training

facility onsite (CCAT)

New On-Site Training Center

COMMONWEALTH CENTRE FOR ADVANCED TRAINING (CCAT)
AT COMMONWEALTH CROSSING

Contact Mark Heath at (276) 403-5944 or MHeath@YesMartinsville.com  |  YesMartinsville.com

Under Construction



Smart Sites are a slam-dunk choice for companies that are ready to grow now. The Smart Site (or S2) designation 

guarantees that a site has met stringent requirements and is “shovel-ready” for immediate development. 

Each Smart Site has municipal electric service, water and sewer access within 500 feet, and is within fi ve 

miles of an Interstate or Interstate-quality highway. Potential sites undergo an extensive review process by 

engineers and other experts, and S2 sites are periodically recertifi ed to ensure accurate, reliable data.

Faster construction, fewer uncertainties and less risk for companies and site selectors alike — that’s the 

genius of the Smart Sites program.

But that’s only part of the story. You see, Smart Sites are located in some of the best places in America to 

live and do business. We’re ElectriCities, representing more than 70 North Carolina Public Power communities, 

and we created the Smart Sites qualifi cation program to assist our members in developing ready-to-build sites. 

We call them
Smart Sites.

You’ll call them
a no-brainer.

®

Hertford, Perquimans Marine 

Industrial Park:

• 71 acres, Smart Sites qualifi ed
• US 17 (0.5 mi)
• Sale price: lease only

What are Smart Sites?

• Shovel-ready for development
• On-site municipal electric service
• Water & sewer within 500 feet
• Within 5 miles of Interstate or Interstate-quality highway
• Reviewed and qualifi ed by consultants and engineers

• 64 acres, Smart Sites qualifi ed
• Future US 74 Bypass (0.4 mi); US 74 (1.25 mi)
• Rail: CSX
• Sale price: TBD

• 32 acres, Smart Sites qualifi ed
• US 264 (2.0 mi); I-795 (23 mi)
• Sale price: $8,000 - $10,000 per acre

Statesville Business Park:

• 44.25 acres, Smart Sites qualifi ed
• Underground utilities in place
• Interstate quality US 70 (0.41 mi); I-77 (5.24 mi); I-40 (7.8 mi)
• Sale price: $27,500 per acre

Copyright © 2018 ElectriCities of North Carolina, Inc. 
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To learn more about these properties, 

contact Brenda Daniels at 800.768.7697 ext. 6363 

or bdaniels@electricities.org.

When you choose a Smart Site, you’re also choosing the superior customer service municipally owned and 

operated electric distribution systems are known for. And you’re making a green choice, too — a signifi cant 

percentage of our power comes from low-carbon and carbon-free sources, and that percentage will continue 

to rise as we implement more clean energy technologies.

Call us today to learn more about these properties and our growing list of other Smart Sites. If you’re 

planning to start, expand or relocate a business, it’s a no-brainer.

• 71 acres, Smart Sites qualifi ed
• US 17 (0.5 mi)
• Sale price: lease only

• Shovel-ready for development
• On-site municipal electric service
• Water & sewer within 500 feet
• Within 5 miles of Interstate or Interstate-quality highway
• Reviewed and qualifi ed by consultants and engineers

Shelby, Washburn Switch Industrial Park:

• 64 acres, Smart Sites qualifi ed
• Future US 74 Bypass (0.4 mi); US 74 (1.25 mi)
• Rail: CSX
• Sale price: TBD

Farmville Industrial Park:

• 32 acres, Smart Sites qualifi ed
• US 264 (2.0 mi); I-795 (23 mi)
• Sale price: $8,000 - $10,000 per acre

• 44.25 acres, Smart Sites qualifi ed
• Underground utilities in place
• Interstate quality US 70 (0.41 mi); I-77 (5.24 mi); I-40 (7.8 mi)
• Sale price: $27,500 per acre

Copyright © 2018 ElectriCities of North Carolina, Inc. 
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Chemical, USA
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Headquarters

INDIGREEN CORPORATE PARK  

FUTURE

FUTURE

CURRENT

Available Now!

�      Pitt County Development Commission      �      111 South Washington Street, Greenville, NC 27835      �

�       252.902.2075        �      www.locateincarolina.com      �

� Indigreen Corporate Park Lot #5: +/- 16.76 Acres

� Current Footprint of +/- 51,000 square feet

� Potential Expansions for a total of +/-200,000-square feet

� Structural Steel Frame that provides 42-foot wide column

   spacing with 30-foot minimum interior clearance.

� Designed to accommodate future second floor or 

   equipment mezzanine

� Insulated Precast Concrete and Metal Wall Panels

� Aluminum Storefront Framing with Low-E Insulated Glazing

� Stormwater Management Plan has been permitted for

   the full build-out of Building and Parking Areas

� Shell Building Design by MHAworks, PA
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WHY LOCATE 
IN ROCKINGHAM COUNTY, NORTH CAROLINA?

AVAILABLE: 
MADISON BUSINESS PARK 

Teague Rd., Madison, NC

Prime opportunity in over 300 acres with 

rail and close proximity to new I-73 corridor.  

Build to suit and flexible term options.

Features:

• 321 acres

• Sub-dividable 

• In an industrial area

• Zoned Heavy Industrial

Connections:

HWY/INTERSTATES:   

5 minutes to US 311 

10 minutes to US 220/I-73 

40 minutes to I-40

AIRPORT:  

30 minutes to Piedmont Triad International 

(PTI)

90 minutes to Raleigh-Durham International 

(RDU)

PORT:  

3 hours 50 minutes to Wilmington

4 hours, 30 minutes to Morehead City

• Low-cost operating environment backed by committed regional and state economic support

• 1,000,000+ available, skilled workforce within a 50-mile radius

• Conveniently located 20 minutes north of Greensboro and approximately 90 minutes from the Raleigh-Durham metro

• Major highway improvements underway providing better connectivity to North Carolina metro areas and East Coast 

 corridor, I-40, I-85, and future I-73 & I-785

CONTACT:   
Jan Critz-Yokeley, Director   

Rockingham County Center for Economic Development, Small Business & Tourism

425 NC 65, Reidsville, NC 27320  |  336.342.8139  |  jcritz-yokeley@myrockinghamcountync.com  

www.GoRockinghamCountyNC.com

SHOVEL READY LOTS AVAILABLE: 
REIDSVILLE INDUSTRIAL PARK

N. Technology Dr., Reidsville, NC

Excellent opportunity in this North Carolina 

Certified Site.  Over 250 acres available in 15 

parcels ranging from five to 45 acres in an 

industrial park located right on US29/Future 

I-785.

Features:

• 256 acres, divided into 15 parcels

• Zoned Heavy Industrial

• Rail served

• Shovel Ready/Certified Site

Connections:

HWY/INTERSTATE:  

Adjacent to US29/Future I-785 

30 minutes to I-40/I-85

AIRPORT:   

30 minutes to Piedmont Triad International 

(PTI)

70 minutes to Raleigh-Durham international 

(RDU)

PORT:  

3 hours 20 minutes to Wilmington

4 hours 10 minutes to Morehead City

SHOVEL READY SITE AVAILABLE: 
EDEN INDUSTRIAL CENTER, 

Commerce Lane, Eden, NC

Great opportunity in this North Carolina 

Certified Site, which is rail served and 

located in an industrial area.

Features:

• 12.712 acres

• Zoned Light Industrial

• Rail served

• Shovel Ready/Certified site

Connections:

HWY/INTERSTATE:  

25 minutes to US 220/Future I-73

50 minutes to I-40

AIRPORT:  

50 minutes to Piedmont Triad International 

(PTI)

90 minutes to Raleigh-Durham International 

(RDU)

PORT:  

3 hours 40 minutes to Wilmington

4 hours 35 minutes to Morehead City


