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Building a better East
Upcoming infrastructure projects will continue eastern 

North Carolina’s recent string of economic successes. 

T
he Atlantic Coast Pipeline will start in 

West Virginia, travel a yet-to-be determined 

path through Virginia and terminate in 

North Carolina’s Robeson County. It will 

carry natural gas pulled from the Marcellus Shale 

formation in Ohio, Pennsylvania and West Virginia.  

Its builders — Atlanta-based AGL Resources Inc., 

Richmond, Va.-based Dominion Resources Inc. and 

Piedmont Natural Gas Company Inc. and Duke 

Energy Corp., both headquartered in Charlotte — say  

the 595-mile-long project will affect hundreds of thou-

sands of customers. Those include Duke’s natural-gas-

fueled power plants, such as Lee Combined Cycle Plant 

in Wayne County, residences served by Piedmont and 

businesses, both current and future. 

The ACP is scheduled to be complete in 2018 and 

is predicted to fuel $11.7 million in economic activity, 

create 925 jobs and add $6 million in annual local tax 

revenue, says Dominion spokesman Bruce McKay. That 

doesn’t include the $680 million and nearly 4,500 jobs 

that its construction and maintenance is expected to 

bring to North Carolina. That’s welcome news to many 

of the counties in its path, which are some of the state’s 

poorest. Northampton is one of them. The U.S. Census 

Bureau says its 2014 median household income was 

about $31,500, compared with about $46,700 state-
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Experts in health care, engineering, and business. State-of-the-art research 

laboratories. Outstanding educational opportunities. Arts, culture, and athletics.

And there’s more. Much more.

East Carolina University and its partners are positively transforming the region 

—fueling innovation, growth, and success for the people, communities, and 

businesses in eastern North Carolina.

Discover the potential of  an ECU partnership for yourself.
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wide. It has been chosen for one of the 

pipeline’s three compression stations, 

which pressurize the natural gas, moving 

it through the pipeline. It will employ 

about a dozen people and generate about 

$1 million in annual property revenue. 

The ACP will stoke the region’s 

economy in other ways. “The pipe-

line will have a dramatic impact on 

natural-gas availability in eastern North 

Carolina,” says John Chaffee, president 

of Greenville-based NCEast Alliance, 

a nonprofit economic-development 

agency serving 22 counties in the state’s 

northeastern corner. “The [natural] gas 

we have currently comes from Charlotte, 

which means we’re at the end of the line 

and often are handicapped by a lack of 

pressure. This is especially critical for 

industrial customers, who are sometimes 

told to go offline so that more gas will 

be available for residential customers.”

Chaffee and other economic developers 

say the region has lost company locations 

and expansions because of the sparse supply 

of gas. Large, energy-intensive manufac-

turers, such as metal and food processors, 

need the fuel to create heat that melts, 

cooks or dries raw materials. 

The pipeline will be the first of 

several infrastructure projects to be 

completed in eastern North Carolina. 

Businesses and residents are setting 

The Atlantic Coast Pipeline will carry natural gas to business and residential customers in West Virginia, Virginia and North Carolina, 

fueling an estimated $11.7 million in economic activity. 

Proposed route of the Atlantic Coast Pipeline
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At Dominion, we 

consult with the 

best technical 

minds to maximize 

the benefits of the 

Atlantic Coast 

Pipeline. We 

also meet with 

residents and 

small business owners like 

Antonio to get their input  

and share information  

about the project. 

The Atlantic Coast Pipeline will 

deliver clean natural gas from 

West Virginia, where it is taken 

from one of the largest reserves 

in the world, to Virginia and 

North Carolina to help meet 

growing energy needs.

Here is what it means for  

North Carolina.

The economic impact of the 

Atlantic Coast Pipeline in 

North Carolina is estimated 

to be $680 million during 

the construction phase alone, 

with more than 4,400 jobs 

supported. Once in operation, 

the state could see $11.7 

million in annual economic 

$680 MILLION IN ECONOMIC 

ACTIVITY FOR NORTH CAROLINA

activity, with another 1,000 

jobs created. In all, $1.2 

billion in capital will be 

invested in North Carolina.

The pipeline will also generate 

tax revenue for state and local 

governments, with estimates 

totaling more than $60 million 

in tax revenue during the first 

10 years of operation alone.

The Atlantic Coast Pipeline will 

help meet North Carolina’s 

urgent energy needs. Demand 

for natural gas in our region is 

expected to rise 165 percent 

in the next 25 years, and new 

businesses will be reluctant to 

locate in areas that don’t have 

reliable energy. This pipeline 

will help public utilities meet 

energy needs that exceed our 

current capacity.

Most importantly, the Atlantic 

Coast Pipeline will reduce  

energy costs for businesses and 
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IT TAKES PROJECT DESIGNERS, ENGINEERS, SAFETY EXPERTS AND

A BARBER NAMED ANTONIO.

The Atlantic Coast Pipeline, LLC, is formed by subsidiaries of Dominion Resources,  

Duke Energy, Piedmont Natural Gas and AGL Resources.
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FERC* Activity

Atlantic Coast Pipeline Activity

Prefiling Request
October 2014

Survey/Route Planning
May 2014 - Ongoing

Construction
2017 - 2018

In-Service
Late 2018

Application
September 2015

Certificate
2016

Anticipated Timeline

*The Federal Energy Regulatory Commission (FERC) is the federal agency  
overseeing the approval and construction of the Atlantic Coast Pipeline.

homeowners alike. 

In North Carolina, 

consumers could 

realize $134 million 

in average cost 

savings each year. 

And the pipeline 

will help diversify 

our domestic energy 

sources, providing greater 

energy security.

Dominion is proud to have 

the support of Antonio and 

thousands like him, and we 

pledge to continue to keep the 

lines of communication open 

as this process moves forward. 

We also make it a priority to 

listen. That’s why we’ve held 

dozens of community meetings 

and open houses – and made 

hundreds of route adjustments – 

to listen to people who live and 

work in the communities along 

the pipeline route.

To learn more, visit us at  

dom.com/acpipeline. You can 

also email us at acpipeline@

dom.com or call us toll-free at 

844-215-1819.

$11.7 MILLION IN ANNUAL  

ECONOMIC ACTIVITY
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their sights on them, banking on their 

ability to attract more opportunities to a 

region that has shown recent economic 

progress. They will make it easier and 

more cost effective for companies — 

particularly the large manufacturers 

that communities covet — to locate or 

expand in the region.

Industries and manufacturers, 

whether they import, export or both, 

need convenient interstate access. The 

federal Fixing America’s Surface Trans-

portation Act, which President Obama 

signed late last year, will fund $305 billion 

worth of transportation work nationwide 

by 2020. While how much North Caro-

lina will receive is yet to be determined, 

the initiative will accelerate two inter-

state projects in the region. “I am pleased 

that we were able to come together and 

pass a bipartisan long-term highway bill 

that will help ensure that the Raleigh-Nor-

folk and U.S. 70 corridors soon become 

part of the interstate system,” U.S. Sen. 

Thom Tillis said in a news release after 

the bill was passed. 

U.S. 70, from its intersection with 

Interstate 40 near Raleigh east to Port of 

Morehead City, will gain interstate sta-

tus. It will include an extra leg that turns 

south at Goldsboro, extending Interstate 

795, along U.S. 117, from Wilson to I-40 

at Faison. Since U.S. 70 bypasses at Clay-

ton, Goldsboro and New Bern were built 

with interstate standards in mind, they 

might be among the first stretches to 

receive interstate markers. Economic de-

velopers and tourism advocates predict 

this faster route from the Triangle to the 

port and surrounding beaches will foster 

business and tourism on both ends.

Interstate 44 will be a direct route 

from Raleigh to the Hampton Roads, 

Virginia Beach and Norfolk region of 

Virginia and its ports. Proponents say 

it will foster economic benefits for both 

states. “This corridor would tie those 

two metro economic engines together,” 

says Joe Milazzo II, executive director of 

Raleigh-based Regional Transportation 

Alliance, a business organization that 
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addresses regional transportation issues. 

Rocky Mount is one of the communi-

ties whose industrial-recruitment efforts 

stand to benefit from the interstate, says 

Theresa Pinto, Rocky Mount Chamber 

of Commerce president. Since taking the 

interstate could shave 30 minutes from 

driving between Raleigh and Virginia 

Beach, tourism could benefit, too.

Eastern North Carolina isn’t wait-

ing for these infrastructure improve-

ments, however. Businesses repre-

senting the region’s strongest sectors 

— advanced manufacturing; value-

added agricultural products, such as 

partially prepared produce; biotechnol-

ogy; and defense and aerospace — are 

investing and expanding. 

Irvine, Calif.-based BSH Home 

Appliances Corp., whose brands include 

Bosch, builds and distributes dishwash-

ers, ovens, ranges and cooktops at its 

New Bern plant, which opened in 1997. 

It plans to expand the factory over the 

Once complete, Interstate 44 will give businesses in eastern North Carolina a quicker route 

to Virginia’s ports.
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next five years, investing nearly $81 mil-

lion and adding 460 jobs across produc-

tion, logistics and administration. Its 

existing North Carolina workforce totals 

more than 1,000 employees. Plumbing-

fixtures manufacturer North Olmsted, 

Ohio-based Moen Inc. is building a 

component warehouse in Craven County 

Industrial Park near New Bern that will 

employ 75 people once it opens early this 

summer. It will complement a nearby 

assembly plant.

Nashville, Tenn.-based Bridgestone 

Americas Inc. is expanding its passen-

ger-tire factory in Wilson as part of a 

five-year, $164 million investment to meet 

market demands and invest in more 

efficient technology. The multiphase 

expansion of the 42-year-old plant began 

early this year. Once complete, the im-

provements will boost  production from 

32,000 to 35,000 tires each day. While 

the expansion isn’t adding jobs, Wilson 

officials are calling it a “re-expansion” 

because it is securing 2,200 jobs there.

A company that makes a chocolate-

hazelnut spread has opened a Rocky 

Mount factory that will employ at least  

56 people by the end of the year. Italy-

based Nutkao USA Inc. will invest a total 

of $7.3 million to produce the nut-based 

spreads, as well as creams and fillings used 

in baked goods. And Jimbo’s Jumbos, 

owned by Edenton-based Hampton Farms 

of North Carolina LLC, is expanding its 

hometown peanut-processing plant, creat-

ing 78 jobs for forklift drivers, quality-

control workers, manufacturing supervi-

sors and office workers. Jimbo’s Jumbos 

employs 208 workers in Chowan County, 

and its average annual payroll will exceed 

$2.4 million, state officials say.

The region also is bolstering its 

solid position in the biotechnology and 

pharmaceutical manufacturing indus-

tries. Maria Pharr, executive director of 

Raleigh-based N.C. Community College 

System’s BioNetwork, which coordinates 

custom workforce training, says half of 

new jobs in Johnston, Nash and Wilson 

counties between 2000 and 2012 were 

created within the two industries.  

That growth isn’t slowing. Durham- 

based Patheon Inc. is investing about 

$160 million and adding about 490 jobs 

with an expansion at its Greenville plant. 

Once complete in 2019, it will be one 

of the world’s largest contract-manu-

facturing factories and the company’s 

flagship. About 1,000 people work there 

now. And Australia-based drugmaker 

Mayne Pharma Group is investing $65 

million in a 126,000-square-foot plant 

in Greenville, creating 100 jobs over the 

next five years.

A recently announced partnership 

will go a long way toward ensuring those 

jobs are filled with well-trained workers. 

The proposed $1.75 million Biopharma-

ceutical Work Force Development and 

Manufacturing Center of Excellence — a 

partnership between Winterville-based 

Pitt Community College and Greenville-

It All Comes Together in 
the Greenville, NC MSA.

We’ve built successful 
partnerships...

And this makes our communities even 
stronger. Here, it all comes together – with 
a full spectrum of educational resources, a 
vibrant cultural scene, year-round recreation, 
comfortable living and a great climate for 
business success.

Join us in the Greenville, NC MSA.  

The best location - a strong association. 
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PROVIDED BY U.S. AIR FORCE/BOEING/JOHN D. PARKER

The Air Force is deploying a fleet of its KC-46A tankers to its base in Goldsboro. It’s one of several investments and expansions the military 

is making in eastern North Carolina.
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www.duke-energy.com

Smart energy ahead.

Duke Energy is the power behind one of the nation’s fastest growing 

markets. But we offer more than electrons. Our rates are well below the 

national average and our reliability is well above.

When you come to the Carolinas, you’ll find that Duke Energy is more 
than a utility. We’re your business partner, and we’re just down the 

road. We can help select the right site for your business and provide 

dependable, affordable energy to run it; all while working with you to 

find smart new ways to operate efficiently.  

based East Carolina University — will 

feature laboratory-based classrooms on 

both campuses. Its instructors will teach 

short courses that prepare students for 

a variety of pharmaceutical manufac-

turing jobs. They also will lead new 

hires through training customized to 

companies’ needs. While it was still in 

the planning process, the prospect was 

enough to seal Patheon’s decision to ex-

pand in Pitt County. “This is a wonderful 

time for the biopharmaceutical industry 

in eastern North Carolina,” says Tom 

Gould, vice president of academic affairs 

at Pitt Community College. “We’re firm 

believers that a talented and sophisticat-

ed workforce leads to economic devel-

opment. We will see other companies 

coming in both for the training the new 

initiative will offer as well as to locate in 

the area.”

Eastern North Carolina is home to 

a strong military presence. With the 

exception of Fort Bragg — the Army’s 

most populous installation, near Fayette-

ville — all military bases in the state are 

in NCEast Alliance counties. Seymour 

Johnson Air Force Base in Goldsboro 

is home to the 4th Fighter Wing, which 

flies the F-15E Strike Eagle. Camp Lejeune 

near Jacksonville is home to the 2nd 

Marine Expeditionary Force and Marine 

Corps Special Operations Command. 

Cherry Point Marine Corps Air Sta-

tion at Havelock is the home to the 2nd 

Marine Aircraft Wing and the nation’s 

only Vertical Lift Center of Excellence, 

Fleet Readiness Center-East. New River 

Marine Corps Air Station at Jacksonville 

houses the rotary wing assets of the 2nd 

MAW. The U.S. Coast Guard station in 

Elizabeth City trains the country’s elite 

rescue swimmers. It is headquarters to 

the  Coast Guard’s Aviation Logistics 

Command, Aviation Technical Training 

Center and Air Station and Small Boat 

Station Elizabeth City.

All three military branches have 

made or announced major investments 

in their North Carolina bases in the last 

year, Chaffee says. The Air Force, for ex-

ample, is moving a fleet of aerial tankers 

to Seymour Johnson. The Pegasus  

KC-46As, which refuel fighter jets while  

in flight, are expected at the base in 2019.

Almost 115,000 active-duty soldiers, 

airmen, guardsmen and Marines are 

stationed at North Carolina bases. About 

6,000 of them retire or transition out of 

the service every year. Many choose to 

live in North Carolina. They boost the 

tax base and create a pool of workers 

well-equipped with a variety of skills 

learned while in the military. That has 

attracted defense and aerospace con-

tractors that make up a portion of the 

military’s supply chain.

Aerospace manufacturing contin-

ues to take flight at Kinston’s Global 

TransPark, an industrial park featur-

ing rail access, a short drive to Port of 

Morehead City, an 11,500-foot runway 

and a Foreign Trade Zone designation. 
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Wichita, Kan.-based Spirit AeroSystems 

Inc. is the park’s largest employer. More 

than 400 employees make components 

for the Airbus 350, an extra-wide body 

passenger jet. Spirit will soon be joined 

by an established North Carolina aero-

space company that is opening at Global 

TransPark. Winston-Salem-based North 

State Aviation LLC is planning a mainte-

nance center that will employ 109 people 

in a 20,000-square-foot hangar. Mechan-

ics and technicians will repair, service and 

overhaul commercial aircraft such as the 

Boeing 737-900, which is the largest plane 

the company maintains at hangars at its 

hometown’s Smith Reynolds Airport.

North State president Charlie 

Creech told the Triad Business Journal  

that while the company considered  

expanding at regional airports in South  

Carolina, it concluded Global TransPark 

was perfect because of its rail, air 

and road access as well as proximity 

to military installations and aviation-

training programs. Some are at Kinston-

based Lenoir Community College. Its 

33,000-square-foot Spirit AeroSystems 

Composite Center of Excellence, for 

example, was designed to serve the 

aerospace industry as well as companies 

from other sectors. Its centerpiece is a 

2,950-square-foot training lab, where 

students learn to manipulate space-age 

materials such as carbon fiber. 

Community-college programs sup-

port other industries. Morehead City-

based Carteret Community College, for 

example, offers the only comprehensive 

marine-trades training program in the 

Mid-Atlantic. Its 23,000-square-foot 

North Carolina Marine Training and 

Education Center has classrooms and 

workshops for students who want to 

work in marine manufacturing and 

service. Programs such as these help the 

region play to its strengths. The soon-to-

come gas pipeline and new interstates 

will correct some of the region’s disad-

vantages, NCEast’s Chaffee says. “There’s 

still a lot of work to be done, but we’re 

headed in the right direction.”  

PROVIDED BY CARTERET COMMUNITY COLLEGE

Carteret Community College is home to the only comprehensive marine-trades training 

program in the Mid-Atlantic.


